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STATE OF IOWA 
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MU Stage 1 
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Iowa REC: 1,200 primary care providers &  
84 critical access/rural hospitals in Iowa: 
 
86% PCPs have met MU 1 
94% Hospitals have met MU 1 

Telligen REC worked with PCPs for Milestone 1 (n=1416); Milestone 2 (n=1515); Milestone 3 (n=1035) since REC program inception. 
Telligen REC worked with CAHs for Milestone 1 (n=84); Milestone 2 (n=82); Milestone 3 (n=79) since REC program inception. 



And what about stage 2 MU? 

 Nationally, 447 EPs have attested as of June 1, 2014 
 8 EHs have attested 
 CMS and ONC Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 

published on May 20 
 Accepting public comment through July 21, 2014 
 Submit online: 

http://www.regulations.gov/#!submitComment:D=CM
S-2014-0064-0002 
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CMS Proposed Rule Changes for MU 

 Gives providers an extra year to upgrade their EMRs to 
meet stage 2 requirements 

 Extend Stage 2 through 2016 and delays start of Stage 
3 until 2017 

 Gives providers more flexibility in reporting 
– Providers can use a combination of 2011 and 2014 editions of 

certified solutions for reporting in 2014. 
– Providers can use clinical quality measures from 2013. 
– Providers doing Stage 2 can use 2014 Edition to meet 2014 

Stage 1 metrics. 
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Payment Adjustments/Hardship 
Exemptions 

 http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-
Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/PaymentA
dj_Hardship.html 

 Payment adjustments begin Oct. 1, 2014 for hospital and 
January 1, 2015 for providers 

 EPs & EHs can be considered for a hardship exemption 
 There is a hardship exemption tool for EPs 
 Next deadline: July 1st for EPs; was April 1st for hospitals 
 Hardship exception is valid for one year only 
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http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/PaymentAdj_Hardship.html
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/PaymentAdj_Hardship.html
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/PaymentAdj_Hardship.html


TIMEFRAME 
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Stages of Meaningful Use 
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Stage 2: Advanced Clinical Processes 

 
Stage 1 

 
Stage 2 

 
 
Stage 3 

Data 
Capturing 

and 
Sharing 

Improved 
Outcomes Advanced 

Clinical 
Processes 



What is Your Meaningful Use Path? 
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For EHs and EPs 

2 
2 



CMS Proposed Rule Changes for MU  

 CMS & ONC NPRM published May 20 re: CEHRT 
flexibility & extension of Stage 2 

 Gives providers an extra year to upgrade their EHRs to 
meet Stage 2 requirements 

 Extend Stage 2 through 2016 and delays start of Stage 3 
until 2017 

 Gives providers more flexibility in reporting 
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MEASURES 
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Stage 2 Eligible Hospital Core Objectives  
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Eligible Hospitals Must Meet all 16 Core Objectives 



Stage 2 Eligible Hospital Core Objectives  
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Eligible Hospitals Must Meet all 16 Core Objectives 



Stage 2 Eligible Hospital Menu Objectives  
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Eligible Hospitals Must Select 3 out of the 6 



Meaningful Use Spec Sheets 
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You can find detailed information 
on all the meaningful use 
objectives and measures on the  
Meaningful Use 
Specification Sheets. 
 
To find the specification sheets: 
• Visit www.cms.gov/EHRIncentivePrograms 

• On Left Navigation Pane - Click 
on ‘Meaningful Use’ for Stage 1 or 
‘Stage 2’ for Stage 2.  
• Scroll to the bottom 
• Select either “Eligible 
Professional” or “Eligible Hospital” 
 

http://www.cms.gov/EHRIncentivePrograms


CLINICAL QUALITY MEASURES 
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Alignment Among Programs 
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2014 represents CMS’ commitment to aligning quality 
measurement and reporting among programs, including 
Hospital Inpatient Quality Reporting Program, PQRS, CHIPRA 
and ACO Programs 

Hospital 
Inpatient 
Quality 

Reporting 
Program 

PQRS CHIPRA ACO 



CQM Alignment with HHS Priorities 

 Patient and Family Engagement 
 Patient Safety 
 Care Coordination 
 Population and Public Health 
 Efficient Use of Healthcare Resources 
 Clinical Processes/Effectiveness 
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All Providers Must Select CQMs from at least        
3 of the 6 HHS National Quality Strategy domains 



CQMs in 2014 and Beyond 

 A complete list of 2014 CQMs and 
their associated National Quality 
Strategy domains is posted on the 
CMS EHR Incentive Programs 
website 

 CMS has posted a recommended 
core set of CQMs for EPs that focus 
on high priority health conditions 
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http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-
Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/ClinicalQualityMeasures.html 



NEW CLINICAL QUALITY MEASURES  
REPORTING MECHANISMS 
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EH CQM Reporting in 2014 
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Eligible Hospitals Reporting for the Medicare EHR   
Incentive Program 



RESOURCES 
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Stage 2 Resources 

 http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and 
Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/Stage_2.html   

 Links to the Federal Register  
 Tip Sheets:  

– Stage 2 Overview Tip Sheet 
– 2014 Clinical Quality Measures  
– Payment Adjustments & Hardship Exceptions (EPs & Hospitals)  
– Stage 2 Attestation Worksheet & User Guide 
– Stage 2 Audit Tip Sheet 
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CMS Stage 2 Website 

http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/Stage_2.html
http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/Stage_2.html


• Telligen HIT Regional Extension Center 
1-800-373-2964 
 

• Iowa Medicaid Enterprise  
Deb Hebl 
515-974-3161 
dhebl@dhs.state.ia.us 
imeincentives@dhs.state.ia.us 
  

• Iowa Department of Public Health  
Karith A. Remmen  
515-725-2076 
karith.remmen@idph.iowa.gov 

 

Iowa HIT Resource Contacts 

mailto:dhebl@dhs.state.ia.us
mailto:imeincentives@dhs.state.ia.us
mailto:karith.remmen@idph.iowa.gov


• Telligen HIT Regional Extension Center 
– http://www.telligenhitrec.org/  
– sbrown@telligen.org  

 
• Iowa Department of Public Health  

– http://www.IowaeHealth.org  
– ehealth@idph.state.ia.us  

 
• Iowa Medicaid Enterprise  

– http://www.ime.state.ia.us/Providers/EHRIncentives.html 
– IMEIncentives@dhs.state.ia.us 

Iowa Resource Websites and Emails 

http://www.telligenhitrec.org/
mailto:sbrown@telligen.org
http://www.iowaehealth.org/
mailto:knorby@idph.state.ia.us
http://www.ime.state.ia.us/Providers/EHRIncentives.html
mailto:dpelfre@dhs.state.ia.us


Stuck? 

 Get off the escalator... 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VrSUe_m19FY


Questions?  
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In Partnership with: The Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology (ONC) U.S. Department of Health and Human Services grant 
90RC0004/01.        IA-HITREC-12/11-409 

Your Meaningful Use Expert Resource! 

www.IowaHITREC.org 
1-800-373-2964 
 
Antonio Vega  
avega@telligen.com  
515-362-8311  

mailto:scotting@telligen.com
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